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Thanks for attending the Spring Board 
meeting! 
MACD & SWCDM would like to extend a hearty thank you to everyone 
who attended and participated in the Spring Board meeting last week 
in Helena. We only get to see your friendly faces in the same room 
twice a year, so it’s pretty special when it happens!  

We feel that the meeting went very well, and we are especially 
excited about the progress the board made during the facilitation and 
workshop with Liz Moore from the Montana Nonprofit Association. She 
had some great suggestions that we think will really help revitalize our 
organization. 

If you’d like to review the minutes from the meetings and read the 
information that was handed out, or download the documents from 
Liz, we have them up on our website at macdnet.org/2017-spring-
board-mtg. See you again at convention! 
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What’s the best way 
for Pronghorns to 
squeeze under 
fences? 
Caspar Star Tribune: Wildlife 
friendly fences must do two 
things: let wild animals out and 
keep livestock in. 

With those basic requirements in 
mind, researchers recently 
wrapped up a study looking for 
the best fence modifications for 
one animal known to struggle 
crossing barbed-wires fences: 
pronghorn antelope. In testing 
three different popular 
modifications, researchers made 
a surprising discovery about one 
well-used modification plus some 
cost-effective methods of 
helping pronghorn pass through. 

University of Montana post-
doctoral researcher Andrew 
Jakes said he first became 
involved in pronghorn research in 
2008 as a doctoral student at the 
University of Calgary. His work 
initially looked at habitat 
selection but quickly moved into 
studying migrations, including 
documenting a 250-mile 
migration by one doe. 

“These animals are living at the 
periphery of their range,” he said. 
“They deal with harsh 
environmental conditions and 
move in order to survive.” 

It was through that 2008 study 
and pronghorns’ well-known 
struggle with fences that sparked 
the latest study, conducted in 
partnership with The Nature 
Conservancy and Alberta 
Conservation Association.  

READ MORE 

From the Missoulian: If seasons 
have a theme, this summer for 
Butte might be labeled the 
summer of international relations 
for the Mining City. 

A few weeks ago three Zulus 
arrived to spend the summer in 
Butte and this week three Israelis, 
including Israel’s Consul General 
Andy David, visited Butte’s water 
infrastructure Tuesday. 
Democratic Lt. Gov. Mike Cooney 
also came along for the ride, as 
did several local officials and 
local water treatment experts. 

The other two Israelis who made 
the international trip were Raanan 
Adin, who is head of an Israeli 
water consulting firm, and his 
father, professor Avner Adin, who 
is a distinguished water 
technology specialist. 

David called the Adins “the A 
team,” on water and said the trip 
came about because the U.S. 
and Israel are “close allies.” 

“Whatever we can do to help. A 
successful, strong, prosperous U.S. 
is in our interest. We want to share 

Israeli water experts share technology, 
conservation in Butte 

what we know if we can be 
constructive and helpful,” David 
said. 

What the Israelis are experts on is 
water-saving drip irrigation and 
desalinization, Raanan told the 
Montana Standard during a tour 
of Montana Resources’ Horseshoe 
Bend Water Treatment Plant 
Tuesday afternoon. The desert 
country, located in the Middle 
East on the Mediterranean Sea, 
nationalized its water system 
about a decade ago, Raanan 
said. The country also came up 
with a new word, “fertigation,” 
which is fertilizer combined with 
drip irrigation. Such a practice 
increases yield with less water, 
according to Raanan. 

The Israelis appeared impressed 
by Horseshoe Bend Water 
Treatment Plant. It is controversial 
in Butte as some believe it is 
inadequate and unprepared to 
handle the pit’s mine waste water 
when the day comes, in 2023, to 
pump and treat the pit’s water in 
perpetuity.  

READ MORE 

http://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/what-s-the-best-way-for-pronghorns-to-squeeze-under/article_0f044087-d4fe-5454-86f0-bc72bc9f1f1b.html
http://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/what-s-the-best-way-for-pronghorns-to-squeeze-under/article_0f044087-d4fe-5454-86f0-bc72bc9f1f1b.html
http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/can-the-inventors-of-water-saving-drip-irrigation-solve-the/article_689adf7f-467e-5f05-a932-d337167b1e2c.html
http://www.swcdm.org
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By Rachel Frost, MRCDC 

On April 26, 2017, President Trump 
issued an Executive Order calling 
for review of certain National 
Monuments, including the Upper 
Missouri River Breaks National 
Monument.  

The order requires the Interior 
Department to review the 
Antiquities Act and propose ways 
the act could be improved by 
more local and state 
participation in the designation 
process. The order also instructs 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to 
review all the national monument 
designations made since January 
1, 1996 on more than 100,000 
acres to determine whether they 
should be modified.  

This is a review only, with no 
mention of any transfer of 
management authority to 
another entity than the Federal 
Government. This review was 
prompted, in part, by a letter sent 
to the President from the National 
Association of Conservation 

Districts. 
(https://www.nacdnet.org/2017/04/
27/doi-review-designations-
antiquities-act-underway/) 

Montana has had the Upper 
Missouri River Breaks Monument 
for over 16 years. Consequently, 
folks that live and work in that 
area have a good perspective of 
what the monument has 
changed for the area, both good 
and bad. The fact that we are 
having this review process at all is 
evidence that National 
Monument designations bring 
increased attention to the 
designated area. This attention 
spans the tourist, naturalist, and 
activist that all have a vision for 
the landscape.  

While the review has sparked an 
immense amount of criticism by a 
variety of folks, I encourage 
everyone to participate in the 
public process. Just as any 
business should review their past 
management decisions to ensure 
they are accomplishing the 
intended purpose, the 

government should review their 
land protection policies to ensure 
they are accomplishing the 
intended purposes, both 
ecologically and economically.  

Reviewing the best approach to 
conserving the great landscapes 
of America to ensure that we are 
meeting the needs of the people, 
the animals, and the land, is an 
important endeavor. Please 
provide meaningful comments 
based on the guidelines defined 
in the Executive 
Order:  https://www.federalregister
.gov/documents/2017/05/01/2017-
08908/review-of-designations-
under-the-antiquities-act 

 
Comments are due by July 10, 
2017 and can be submitted 
at:  https://www.federalregister.gov
/documents/2017/05/11/2017-
09490/review-of-certain-national-
monuments-established-since-1996-
notice-of-opportunity-for-public-
comment 

 

Review of Certain National Monuments Established Since 1996; 
Notice of Opportunity for Public Comment 
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Second Lady Karen Pence unveils new 
beehive at Vice President’s residence 
USDA: June 6, 2017 – Second 
Lady Karen Pence and 
Agriculture Secretary Sonny 
Perdue today unveiled a newly-
installed beehive on the grounds 
of the Vice President’s residence, 
drawing attention to the plight of 
pollinators whose numbers are in 
decline. Together, the two urged 
Americans to do their own part to 
help reverse the population trend 
among the creatures, which are 
essential to producing much of 
the nation’s food. 

“All types of pollinators, such as 
bees, butterflies, birds and bats, 
are critical to providing our 

To keep predators away, Montana ranchers 
compost dead cattle 

Youth in Restoration: 
Weed crew hunts for 
houndstongue 

From the Missoula Current, June 
20: “I’ve got a little bouquet for 
you.” 

Recent Hellgate High School 
graduate Jackson Jesness looked 
up to see a fellow Youth in 
Restoration team member 
offering a bundle of 
houndstongue. Smirking, he 
grabbed the bundle and tossed it 
straight into a trash bag. 

Jesness and 10 others met at 
Bugbee Nature Area in the lower 
Rattlesnake Valley on Tuesday 
morning to remove invasive 
houndstongue plants from the 
seven-acre area. 

John Stegmaier, Missoula 
County’s parks and trails 
coordinator, organized the event 
and said such gatherings are 
essential to managing invasive 
plants. 

“Trying to do something every 
year does make a difference,” he 
said. 

Stegmaier said the catalyst for 
Tuesday’s weed pull was being 
able to work with the Missoula 
Weed District’s Youth in 
Restoration Program. 

Since 2013, local high school 
students have worked for eight 
weeks during the summer to learn 
about conservation through 
weed management, trail work, 
fencing, aquatic plant monitoring 
and bio control.  

READ MORE 

From MT Public Radio: Livestock 
death is part of ranching. At some 
point, ranchers have to deal with 
dead animals, from things like 
difficult births, disease, and 
weather extremes. And in 
southwest Montana, those dead 
animals can also attract 
unwelcome visitors — wolves and 
black bears looking for an easy 
meal. 

When big predators like that 
figure out that they can 
scavenge on ranches, they learn 
to hang around, and potentially 
become bold enough to go after 
live animals. In the Big Hole 
Valley, which is surrounded by 
wild country between 
Yellowstone National Park and 
central Idaho, ranchers and 
conservationists are working 
together to try to solve that 
problem. 

On a sunny day in May, Western 
bluebirds chirp and swoop across 
the valley’s patchwork of 
sagebrush, hayfields and green 
pastures. The horizon is rimmed by 
snow-capped mountains and 
blue skies. 

I meet rancher Jim Hagenbarth 
near the town of Wisdom. His 
family has been ranching in 
Montana since the Homestead 
Act. He says until recently, 
predators weren’t a problem. 
Ranchers could simply let 
carcasses decompose on the 
landscape or in “dead pits” on 
their land. 

"We used to use a very tough 
poison called 1080, and there 
were no predators. And that was 
taken away from us and probably 
should have," says Hagenbarth. 
READ MORE 

 

nation’s food, fiber, fuel and 
medicine,” Mrs. Pence said. 
“However, our beekeepers have 
been losing colonies for many 
years. This presents a serious 
challenge to our ability to 
produce many of the agricultural 
products that we enjoy today. 
The bees at the Vice President’s 
Residence will provide an added 
bonus to the vegetable and 
flower gardens by making them 
well pollinated and taste even 
better at harvest.”  

READ MORE 

 

http://www.missoulacurrent.com/outdoors/2017/06/missoula-weeds-bugbee-nature-area-houndstongue/
http://www.missoulacurrent.com/outdoors/2017/06/missoula-weeds-bugbee-nature-area-houndstongue/
http://mtpr.org/post/keep-predators-away-montana-ranchers-compost-dead-cattle
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2017/06/06/second-lady-karen-pence-secretary-perdue-unveil-beehive-vice
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2017/06/06/second-lady-karen-pence-secretary-perdue-unveil-beehive-vice
http://www.swcdm.org
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Grants 
223, etc. Grant Deadlines 

Deadlines for 223, mini-education, 
and district development grants 
from DNRC for FY 2017 are as 
follows: July 29, 2016; October 14, 
2016; January 14, 2017; and April 
26, 2017. Grant Info 

Watershed Management Grant 

A new application cycle for 
DNRC’s Watershed Management 
Grant Program is now open. 
Closes June 30. More Info 

RFP: Sagebrush Landscapes 
project 

NFWF is pleased to announced its 
new Sagebrush Landscapes 
Program. Pre-proposals are due 
June 15th, we’re hoping to solicit 
ideas far and wide to show 
demand and build funding for the 
program. Although we have 
limiting funding ($450,000) for this 
go-round we hope only to grow 
the pool of funds in subsequent 
years. More Info 

RFP: Forest Legacy Program 

This is a call for Forest Legacy 
Program forest conservation 
proposals for the federal 2019 
funding cycle. The U.S. Forest 
Service will be calling for projects 
by early fall.  Therefore FWP, as the 
state coordinating agency, is 
requesting project proposals, to 
be received by close of 
business July 7, 2017. Contact Rick 
Northrup, rnorthrup@mt.gov 

 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Events 

Youth Range Camp 

Cascade & Upper Mussellshell 
CDs are hosting the annual Youth 
Range Camp, a five-day 
program that teaches kids 11-16 
about rangeland. This year’s 
camp will be at the McFarland 
White Ranch at the base of the 
Crazy Mountains near Two Dot. 
July 10-14, apply by June 30. 
More Info or call 632-5534 x101 

Montana Range Tour 

The 2017 Tour will take place in 
Petroleum and Fergus County 
areas, where we will focus on 
large landscape projects, 
conservation easements, new 
technology for monitoring water 
and cattle, grazing management, 
and soil health. September 6-7, 
Lewistown. More Info & 
Registration 

Soil Health Bus Tour 

SWCS is sponsoring this tour to 
showcase farms and ranches in 
the Dakotas that have moved to 
the next level with the health of 
their soils. The tour provides a 
unique opportunity to see what 
others have done to improve soil 
health. September 12-14. Contact 
Jane Holzer at msca@3rivers.net 
for more info. 

SAVE THE DATE Area Meetings 

The 2017 MACD Area Meetings 
will be on the following Dates:  
Sept 18th - East Glacier (3) | Sept 
20th – Culbertson (1) | Sept 21st – 
Ekalaka (2) | Sept 22nd – 
Harlowton (4) | Sept 26th – 
Missoula (5) | Sept 27th – Butte (6) 

 

Have something you’d like to see in TMC? 
Submissions are due every other Friday at 
5:00 (visit our website for a calendar), and 
should be sent to tmc@macdnet.org. 

SAVE THE DATE 2018 Soil Health 
Workshops 

Join us January 16-19, 2018 for 
another round of soil health 
workshops across the state! 
Featured presenters include: 
Brendon Rocky, Steve Kenyon, 
Wendy Taheri, and Derek Axten. 
Workshop locations and more 
info 
at: http://swcdm.org/programs/s
oil-health/ 

Jobs 

Watershed Coordinator, 
Yellowstone & Shields Valley 

Park CD is seeking applications 
for the position of watershed 
coordinator for the Upper 
Yellowstone Watershed 
Basin/Shields Valley Watershed 
Group. Part time. Email Jessica 
Mayo 

Fuels Reduction Manager, 
Lower Musselshell CD 

LMCD is looking for a fuel 
reduction project administrator 
with knowledge of forestry, fuel 
reduction for defensible space, 
fuels and fire behavior. Part time, 
Flexible hours. $15-$20/hour DOE 
plus mileage. Contact 
donna.pedrazzi@mt.nacdnet.net 
or 323-2103 ext. 101. 

Renewable Resource Grant 
Manager, DNRC 

This position oversees 
management of renewable 
resource grants for the 
Conservation and Resource 
Development Division (CARDD). 
The person in this position 
performs a variety of specialized, 
complex, and technical analysis 
and administrative duties. Closes 
July 5. More Info 

 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/grants-and-loans
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development/renewable-resource-grant-program/watershed-management-grant-program
http://www.nfwf.org/sagebrushlandscapes/Pages/default.aspx
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/camps/montana-youth-range-camp
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-montana-range-tour-tickets-35394023477?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventname_text
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-montana-range-tour-tickets-35394023477?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventname_text
mailto:msca@3rivers.net
http://swcdm.org/programs/soil-health/
http://swcdm.org/programs/soil-health/
mailto:jessica.anderson@mt.nacdnet.net?subject=Watershed%20Coordinator%20Position
mailto:jessica.anderson@mt.nacdnet.net?subject=Watershed%20Coordinator%20Position
mailto:donna.pedrazzi@mt.nacdnet.net
https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/careersection/200/jobdetail.ftl?job=17141164&tz=GMT-06%3A00
mailto:rnorthrup@mt.gov
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdm.org
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Open the Gate Workshop, 
Wibaux 

Petroleum County ladies 
Day on the Range 

 

MACD Executive 
Committee Conference 
Call 

 

Raising the Steaks: 
Environmental 
Stewardship Ranch Tour, 
Terry & Miles City 

 

Missouri River Rendezvous, 
Shelby 

 

Women’s Ag Event, 
Rudyard 

 

 

MSU Post Farm Field Day, 
Bozeman 

 

Montana Youth Range 
Camp, Two Dot 

 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Visit macdnet.org/calendar to 

add your event to our list! 

26-27 

28 

10-14 

22 

7 

26 

June 

Poster Contest Winners 

10 

27 

Big Sky Watershed Corps 
HOST SITE Applications now open! 

 
Would you like to grow capacity at your organization? Then consider 
hosting a Big Sky Watershed Corps member in 2018. This program places 
college graduates in organizations across the state for 10 months, to 
help build capacity. Applications close July 28, 2017.  

Visit swcdm.org/programs/big-sky-watershed-corps for more 
information, or contact Jessica Makus, jessica@macdnet.org. 

 

Clockwise from top left: K-1 
winner Finn O’Connor, 
Garfield CD; 2-3 winner Kara 
Christensen, Eastern Sanders 
CD; 4-6 winner Lina Sturman, 
Lake County CD; 7-9 winner 
Kate Parks, Valley CD  

July 

http://www.swcdm.org/programs/big-sky-watershed-corps
mailto:jessica@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdm.org
http://macdnet.org/event/open-the-gate-workshop-rejuvenating-soils-pastures-and-profits/?instance_id=354691
http://macdnet.org/event/petroleum-county-ladies-day-on-the-range/?instance_id=354739
http://macdnet.org/event/macd-executive-committee-conference-call-2/?instance_id=353208
http://macdnet.org/event/raising-the-steaks-environmental-stewardship-ranch-tour/?instance_id=354756
http://macdnet.org/event/missouri-river-rendezvous-2/?instance_id=354724
http://macdnet.org/event/womens-ag-event/?instance_id=354755
http://macdnet.org/event/montana-state-university-post-farm-field-day/?instance_id=354760
http://macdnet.org/event/youth-range-camp-3/?instance_id=354697
http://macdnet.org/event/macd-board-conference-call-2/?instance_id=354607



